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RITISH AIR 


A few short months ago British 
ilots began talking about organiz- 
g, the need for united strength. 
group of airmen at Croydon 
arted sounding out their fellows. 


How did they feel? 
anders to Probationers 


From Com- 
in all 


»mpanies, everyone seemed for it. 
but would they back up their ver- 
al pledges with good hard unioni- 


ation work and dues? 


That was 


he chance this first small group of 


yganizers had to take. 


Pilots heard rumors of threat- 


med pay cuts. 


One of the group 


yentioned that American pilots, 
ecause of the work and strength 
f their Association, do not fly 
ver 85 hours a month; that this 
1aximum is set by the airmen and 
ero medicos in the interest of 


ublic safety. 


In England at the 


resent time the Air Ministry rul- 


ig is considerably over 100 hours 


yr 30 days. 
Contact ALPA 


The organizers decided to write 
he American Association for ad- 


ice and counsel. 


On April 28, 


937, the following letter was re- 


eived at this Headquarters: 
Dear Mr. Behncke: 


We are anxious to form an air 
ne pilots association in England 
better 
han mold it on the lines of your 


nd I feel we cannot do 


wn. 


You will appreciate the difficul- 
lies of the initial stages of this for- 
ation and it is in this connection 


hat | ask your assistance. 


Any information you could give 
e about the organization you find 
ecessary, the amount of subscrip- 
ion, what permanent staff you re- 
uire and just how far you go in 
e business of “fathering” your 
ilots will be of the greatest value 
nd I assure you it will be treated 


the strictest confidence, 


l am a fairly senior pilot in my 
ompany and I shall be grateful if 
ou will treat this as absolutely 
organiza- 


onfidential until our 
ion has assumed a firm basis. 
The matter of 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) 


reciprocation 
ith you would be of considerable 
dvantage to us and no doubt you 





REASONS WHY 





When gentlemen consider 
that they need an Association 
with trade union powers there 
must be a very good reason. 

In considering the reasons it 
must be made clear that the 
quality of being a gentleman is 
inno way impaired by joining 
an Association of other gentle- 
men, even though that Associa- 
tion finds it necessary for its 
own security to be incorpor- 
ated with trade union powers. 

It is also a fact that all large 
professions, i. e, doctors, law- 
yers, bankers, etc., have their 
Various associations, ‘all with 
varying powers but all with a 
close working agreement with 
the Trades Union Congress. 

(Taken from ‘‘The Log,’’ official 
organ of the British Air Line 
Pilots Association.) : 
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Declares Safety Demands Avia 


(Courtesy Washi 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, of 


sibility of the nonpolitical Inter-¢ 
state Commerce Commission. 

Undismayed by sharp tactics in 
the Senate, which delayed consid- 
eration of a bill providing for In- 





SENATOR WHEELER 
“It’s Time to Quit Playing Politics 
With Human Lives” 
terstate Commerce Commission 
regulation of air lines, Senator 
Wheeler declared he would press 
the fight through the remainder of 
this session and into the next ses- 
sion of Congress for the enact- 
ment of that bill and its compan- 

ion safety bill. 


Vote Blocked 


The bill now under considera- 
tion in the Senate, blocked when 
“‘post-road minded” Senator Mc- 
Kellar, of Tennessee, prevented its 
coming to a vote on Tuesday, 
would place the air lines, like the 
railroads, under the Commerce 
Commission. 

The companion bill, which Sen- 
ator Wheeler vigorously cham- 
pioned last night, would remove 
control of air safety from the De- 
partment of Commerce, and make 
it the responsibility of a specially: 
formed air safety bureau in the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 


Political Football 


“The need for placing air safety 
beyond the reach of bungling po- 
litical control is pressing,” Sena- 
tor Wheeler declared. 

“We have got to take respon- 
sibility for the safety of human 
lives in the air away from a bureau 
that is a perpetual political foot- 
ball, and place it where it will be 
administered as it should be. 

“It’s time the United States 
Government stopped playing poli- 
tics with human lives, and pro- 
vided for the kind of regulation 
that will make air travel what it 
should be—one of the safest ways 
of getting from one place to an- 
other that mankind has ever 
known.” 

Action Needed 


The immediate need for action, 
Senator Wheeler said, is attested 
by a record of death only a few 
days old—the crash of an Eastern 
Air liner at Daytona, Fla., with 
the loss of four lives. 

“No one seems to have been to 
blame for that accident,” Senator 
Wheeler said, ‘“‘but someone must 














Urges Passage of S. 1760 


ful Senate Interstate Commerce Committee, yesterday vowed a fight 
to the finish to take air safety out of politics, and make it the respon- 


| put a gasoline tank, or something 


| you have to get permission from 
|| the Interstate Commerce Commis- 


tion Be Taken Out of Politics; 


ngton Herald.) 
Montana, chairman of the power- 








“TI read that a power line strung 
near the landing field where the 
crash occurred was responsible for 
the accident. It should have been 
someone’s business to see that 
such a hazard could not be placed 
where it could so easily cause a 
tragedy. 

I. C. C. Permit 
“For instance, if you want to 


of that nature, near a railway line, 


sion to do it, and the commission 
sees that every possible precaution 
against accident is taken.” 

“Sloppy enforcement” of air 
regulations, vascillating policies, 
and “punch pulling” have char- 
acterized the Department of Com- 
merce administration of the broad 
policies laid down by Congress 
under the air safety act of 1926, 
the legislation under which the 
safety regulation of the air trans- 
port industry is still carried on, 
Senator Wheeler charged. 

“But what can you expect when 
the entire administration of the 
department changes every time 
the national administration 
changes?” the Senator said. 








“The I. C. C. Makes Railroads 
Responsible for Accidents; 
Why Not Airlines?” 
Four-Year Changes 
“Certainly we cannot look for 
continuity of policy, nor for broad 
experience in the matter of es- 


Bill Provides 


New Wash. 
Airport 





BACKGROUND 





Given impetus this year by 
ultimatum from the Air Line 
Pilots Association that it would 
refuse to bring giant airliners 
into cramped Washington Air- 
port, efforts to bring improved 
air facilities to District brought 
recommendation and legislation 
for new field at Camp Springs, 
Md. In addition, legislation 
also is pending for improve- 
ment of present port. 

Agitation for adequate air- || 
field facilities here has been go- |, 
ing on for many years with 
special commissions making 
several suggestions, but Con- 
gress never reaching point of 
action. 

(Courtesy Washington Star.) 














|| from the airport to a bridge over 


The pilots’ ultimatum given to 
the Department of Commerce on 
July 7, has had the effect of arous- 
ing public opinion and exciting 
Congressional interest in the dan- 
gerous condition of the Capital’s 
airport. As a result, legislators 
introduced two bills. 

S. 2838 Provides for Airport 

at Camp Springs 

The first, and by far more im- 
portant, is S. 2838, introduced by 
Senator William H. King of Utah, 
which provides for the establish- 
ment of a public airport on a site 
south of the road leading from 
Camp Springs to Meadows, in 
Prince Georges County, Maryland, 
which has been selected and rec- 
ommended by the “District of Co- 
lumbia Airport Commission.” 

This bill also provides for the 
construction by the Secretary of 
Agriculture of an express highway 
approximately seven miles long 


the Anacostia River. 
Smith Objects 

The status of this legislation at 
the present time is that it has 
passed the Senate and would have 
passed the House, where it was in- 
troduced by Congresswoman Mary 
T. Norton of New Jersey, had it 
not been for a lone last minute 
objection on the part of Congress- 
man Howard W. Smith of Vir- 
ginia, 





(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4) 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 2) 








NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
On 
INSTRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM 





For the last several months a 
strong revival of interest in the 
instrument landing system has 
been evident in aviation circles. 
There have been numerous tests 
and demonstrations, An exuberant 
press has heralded various meth- 
ods as the final answer to all the 
landing problems in all kinds of 
weather. The pilots, without de- 
luding themselves that a patent 
cure-all for approach difficulties 
has been found, believe that from 
these experiments and develop- 
ments will evolve a standardized 





have been. 


er air safety. 


system which will make for great- 


Headquarters recently received 
a letter in this regard from R. T. 
Freng, Chief Supt. of Flying, 
United Air Lines. Excerpts are 
quoted: 

“Regarding the instrument land- 
ing system, it has been my pleas- 
ure to participate in several meet- 
ings where a general discussion 
brought out the need for a uni- 
form and standard system which 
would be satisfactory to all con- 
cerned. 

“I feel certain that you are 
equally interested in such a de- 
velopment and am confident that 


OWARD EVENTS PREVENT PASSAGE AIR BILLS THIS SESSION 
WHEELER TO FIGHT 





S. 1760 AND S.2 
ON 1938. 
CALENDAR 


Senator Pat McCarran 
Struck Down by Illness 
While Fighting for 
I. C. C. Control 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 

Late Saturday, August 21, the 
adjournment gavel fell, bringing 
to an end the first session of the 
75th Congress, probably one of 
the most hectic yet experienced. 
At no time was there smooth or 
even sailing. On the contrary, the 
Congressional bodies moved ahead 
spasmodically, with much wrang- 
ling and open rebellion against 
the leadership. 
Time Wasted on Court Issue 
There was very little action dur- 
ing the first three months. Then 
the Supreme Court issue was 
fought out to the bitter end. De- 
spite its defeat, the President has 
made it known that he is not dis- 
couraged and has no intention of 
accepting a toothless substitute. He 
said that the fight will continue to 
pass legislation designed to liberal- 
ize the Supreme Court. This had 
taken Congress well into the heat 
of the summer and when adjourn- 
ment time arrived, legislators real- 
ized that very little had been done, 
that months had been wasted on 
the Supreme Court battle which 
ended with “no runs—no hits— 
and plenty of headaches.” The 
devitalizing of the Court Bill was 
front page news and you are all 
familiar with the details. The re- 
grettable part of it is that so much 
really necessary legislation could 
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 


Air Line Pilot 
Praised 
For Skill 


Pilot August S. Keim, who re- 
cently flew his American Airlines’ 
transport plane through a severe 
thunderstorm, won the admira- 
tion and praise of a former British 
Royal Air Force flier. 

According to the Associated 
Press, Allan W. Richards who flew 
with the Britons at the front in the 
World War, described the trip as 
the “thrill of a lifetime’ which 
gave him “a very devilish sensa- 
tion, you know.” 

“I’m telling you, we were 
scared,” said Richards. ‘We were 
like a cork in the water being 
pushed back by the tide. Why, 
the plane was shuddering like a 














leaf. It must have been upside 
down more than once. Baggage 
fell from the racks. Sparks 


seemed to shoot from the wing 
antennae. 
Pays Tribute to Pilot 

“That boy brought us through 
marvelously. He seemed to know 
just when the jolts were coming. 
It was one of the worst rides in 
my life and I wish to pay tribute 
to the pilot and his marvelous 
ship.” . 
Pilot Keim is a graduate of Kel- 
ly Field, home town being Nash- 
ville, Tenn. J. G. Adams was his 
copilot. Both Keim and Adams 
are ALPA members. The ship 








(Continued on Page 5, Col. 5) 





carried six passengers. 
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AIR LINE PILOTS—THEIR HOBBIES, HOMES AND PROGENY 





(Continued from Page 2) 





BOYD AND COOPER 
HEROES 





BY PILOT S. T. SHOFF 
Council No. 22—AA 
Newark, N. J. 


If the pay checks came as often 
as this 25th deadline seems to, I’d 
like it fine but some parts of the 
month never get here and others 
are right on time. 


Anyway there’s still plenty go- 
ing on, so I’ll have to try and put 
it on paper. 

A lot of the boys were wonder- 
ing whether they’d get to visit the 
Dutch in Eastern Pennsylvania— 
you know, the hop-skip-and-jump 
run—Buffalo, Olean, Wilkes-Barre, 
Harrisburg, Baltimore, Washing- 
ton, with some talk of a stop at 
Valley Forge; to keep George 
Washington in touch with the Cap- 
itol I guess. Well, they needn’t 
wonder any longer, P. C. A. fig- 
ures On paying a dividend to all 
pilots on their first year’s profits. 
Is everybody happy? 

Heroes 

Tom Boyd is back in the news 
again. With rare courage and 
quick thinking, he and Dave Coop- 
er saved the lives of hundreds of 
people and tons of valuable cargo 
aboard a liner in the treacherous 
waters of Lake Erie. Tom and 
Dave were enroute from Cleveland 
to Buffalo, right on course, over 
the water’s edge (I hope), when 
they spied a large boat with its 
decks awash, about twelve miles 
out (marvelous eyesight). To the 
rescue! Hands waved frantically, 
the whistle tooted “Toot, toot, 
toot”, Tom radioed, the Coast 
Guard coasted, the boat boated, the 
radio commentators commented, 
the boys razzed, Tom blushed, and 
the sandsucker with four deck- 
hands and a load of sand continued 
to work. Anyway it was a nice 
try. I overheard this one, so I'll 
pass it on. 

Just the President 


A small son reading a recent 
copy of The AIR LINE PILOT 
looked up and said to his pop: 
“Pop, is Dean Smith and C. R. 
Smith the same fellow, and pop 
replied without thinking, “No son, 
C. R.’s just the President.”—Ouch! 


Junior Bidwell (Love’s Labor 
Lost) is one up on the west coast 
golfer Montague who beat Bing 
Crosby with a shovel, rake and a 
baseball bat. Bid showed up on 
the first tee the other morning 
sans clubs, shoes or tees. He did 
have a ball. 


Well, the company finally capit- 
ulated and the Scranton Chickadee 
is now the Wilkes-Barre Starling, 
and is Ellwood Goeringer some 
stuff. He’s the pride of Wilkes- 
Barre you know, ever since Phil 
Reynolds started behaving ( Wilkes- 
Barre papers note). 


The Link Trainer has been in 
operation several weeks now but I 
guess D. K. Smith is getting pol- 
ished up on the newer copilots so 
he can really hang it on the boys. 
Anyway it’s still a dark secret. 


Well, I thought I had a lot of 
news but when it’s down in black 
and white it’s not so much. So until 
next deadline ““Nux Vomica!” 





BILL MOORE HAS 
GONE AND DONE IT 





BY PILOT C. M. HEFNER 
Council No. 35—AA 
Memphis, Tenn. 


The scoop of the month is a 
choice bit of news that sifts down 
from Nashville that Bill Moore is 
married. Yes, sir! Some little girl 
up there in New York laid her 
hand on Bill’s shoulder and said 
quietly, “Come with me.” And 
from the looks of things, Bill be- 
lieved her. But knowing Bill, and 
in due recognition of the long 
stand-out he has made against such 
& move, this department will not 








authenticate such news until it sees 
the certain tie that binds on that 
certain finger of that certain girl. 


But that’s not all that the boys 
up that way are doing. Duke Led- 
better is in line to have something 
pinned on his tunic for sidetrack- 
ing his craft, complete with cargo, 
into -the Cambridge emergency 
field after one of his paddles 
stopped. If that had been Johnny 
Pricer there might have been a 
mouse in the woodpile account it 
being so close to his old home 
town. In view of the fact, how- 
ever, that nobody but Johnny 
would claim that part of the coun- 
try, we'll have to give that Led- 
better fellow credit. Of course, it 
will be months before we get the 
real news of what happened after 
they were on the ground. For in- 
stance news is just now sifting 
back from down South Carolina 
way about two dashing young 
aviators named Hudson and Weh- 
rung who crashed a high school 
dance down in Spartanburg. 


Hobbies 


If you look into the life of every 
airplane pilot you’ll find that he 
has some hobby over which he 
maintains a continued frenzied 
passion. For instance Johannpeter 
has his fishing, McDonald has his 
photography, Hudson and Pricer 
have their farms, Wynne has his 
girls, Hunter—(censored), Hulett 
has his motor scooters, while Davis 
just plays with his toes. But far 
and wide where you find an air- 
plane boy, you find something that 
he’s a little dippy over. 


So to stay in line and also to 
have something that would knock 
’em dead, Ralph De Vore lined him- 
self up to become a Mississippi 
River Captain. Yessir, he was go- 
ing to buy an old ferry boat 
(spelled “‘f-e-r-r-y”) complete with 
brass rails, dance floor, beer cooler, 
etc. and what a time! what a time! 
Up there on the bridge would be 


Skipper De Vore hat cocked on one} 


side and playing Beale St. Blues on 
his steam whistle. Just where the 
deal fell through it’s hard to say, 


’tis said, my friend, ’tis said, that s 


he couldn’t pass the swimming test 
for his captain’s ticket with a girl 
under each arm. 


But not to be outdone, he turned 
to more practical things and bought 
a Lincoln Zephyr complete with 
the latest type monkey gland 
known as an overdrive axle. With 
this he buzzed up to Nashville one 
day, a distance of 267 miles in 267 
minutes, which, neighbor, is a right 
pert piece of driving. So McDon- 
ald, finding himself stuck in Nash- 
ville for almost 24 hours before he 
could return home, hit up De Vore 
for a ride back home thinking of 
the time he would save at the 267 
min. clip. Well, they started all 
right. But it seems that De Vore 
developed so many friends along 
the way that it was just exactly 24 
hours before they rolled into Mem- 
phis. So I’ll leave it up to you... 
what’s his hobby? 


Fish Cooperate 


But the smartest of all is an al- 
leged gentleman known as B. A. 
Carpenter who will bet anyone 
fifty bucks that his middle name is 
not Archibald. This kindly fellow 
(don’t judge him by that face, ... 
it’s the best he can do) decided to 
go in for boating, bought a new 
outboard motor and before long 
was skimming peacefully along 
through the peaceful waters of the 
lakes of Arkansas. However, he 
skims peacefully no more. The fish 
see the screw of his outboards 
twirling along, and thinking it’s a 
spinner of a trolling line, make a 
pass at it. When they bite at the 
screw it gives them a sudden 
wrench in the back that knocks 
them out and flips them up into 
the boat and actually packs them 
in by orderly rows. When the boat 
is full BA has to complete his out- 
ing, stop the motor and row for 
shore. 





And for every silver lining there 
has to be some dark clouds some- 
where. That peculiar noise you 
hear is the death rattle of what 
was once known as the “country 
club schedule.” This delightful 
schedule with hot and cold running 
water suddenly took on the dark 
shrouds of night and now has an- 
nexed the tender name of the 
“Bonecrusher”. It departs Mem- 
phis at 11:30 P. M. and flys on as 
a scion of the night, on and on 
until 7:15 A. M. when if either one 
of the pilots happens to be awake, 
the trip lands at Newark. 


But then there are some actually 
nice things in the world or at least 
for a few. Recently amid many 
Oh’s and Ah’s and without any due 
regard for passenger safety, the 
company checked out Wehrung, 
Davis, Arthur, Wynne and Hefner 
as reserve pilots. So far no casual- 
ties have resulted. 


Democracy 


The best definition of a demo- 
cratic republic is one whose legis- 
lative body spends its entire ses- 
sion arguing how many judges it 
will put on the bench while its 
pressing aviation legislation fer- 
ments for another year. 


The best move for all concerned, 
including the health and prestige 
of the ALPA was its recent move 
in the Washington Airport stench. 
But Lincoln didn’t free just half 
the slaves. Let’s continue with 
Baltimore and the rest of the air- 
ports in the same category. 


And here’s one from Joe Dope, 
the sooth-sayer. The first collision 
in the air of our super, collossal, 
double-rich, double-dip airliners 
will not be between two schedule 
operated transports but will be one 
of the big boys plowing into a 
small private ship flying on the 
wrong side of the airway at the 
wrong altitude on a hazy day. Try 
flying between Washington and 
Newark and see. 





PILOTS CONGRATULATE 
LARRY PABST 





BY PILOT JACK LAMBIE 
Council No. 51—EAL 
Newark, N. J. 


Since Larry Pabst has gotten rid 
of his Cord, and replaced it with a 
Buick, the management of the 
company has been very impressed 
with his good common sense; so 
impressed, in fact, that he has been 
promoted from his regular Newark- 
Miami run, and placed in charge 
of flying operations on the West- 
ern Division. At present writing 
his official title is unknown; how- 
ever, the Rumor Department has 
it that he will supervise all flying 
for Eastern Air Lines between 
Richmond and Houston, and be- 
tween Jacksonville and Chicago. 


Smart Move 


For several years we have been 
under the supervision of men who 
are pilots themselves—and excel- 
lent supervision it has been, too, 
none could want for better — yet 
as the minds of our executives are 
occupied more and more with the 
growing problems and complexi- 
ties of our ever growing industry, 
we cannot help but think that it is 
a smart move on the part of the 
management to head up the flying 
part of the operations division 
with a man who has flown the 
lines himself as an air line pilot. 
A man who for years has been do- 
ing the type of work which he 
will now supervise in others. One 
who has flown in all conditions of 
weather on regular schedules; who 
has landed heavily loaded ships in 
inadequate fields, and taken them 
off again; who has carefully 
weighed all the factors in making 
his decision as to whether to fly or 
cancel a trip, knowing that on his 
own judgment, more than that of 
anyone else, rests the safety of his 











passengers, mail, and equipment; 
who really knows what goes on in 
the heads of the pilots of the line 
—what thoughts they think, what 
problems they are up against—for 
they have been his own thoughts, 
his own problems for such a long, 
long time. 


Of course, it wouldn’t do to se- 
lect just any run of the mill line 
pilot and set him up in a super- 
visory capacity—half of us are as 
crazy as coots from the start. The 
company is fortunate in having a 
man of such excellent capabilities, 
sound judgment, absolute fair- 
mindedness, and capacity for hard 
work as Larry Pabst. We know 
that he will throw all of his energy 
into the new job, and what he does 
will be done right — that’s the 
Pabst way. 


Congratulations, Sandino. You 
get in there and pitch and we’ll all 
play the best ball with you we 
know how. 

«“ * * 


The reason has just come to 
light why Fred (Loving Cup) Dor- 
set has so mopingly resembled the 
male lead of “Ten Years In A 
Quandary, And How They Grew.” 
Fred’s look of utterly forlorn de- 
jection grows from the fact that 
his little snaggle toothed: swamp 
gal has forsaken the hustle and din 
of the sidewalks of New York for 
the quieter ways of the bayous and 
backwaters of the gulf coast coun- 
try—and Fred can’t think of any 
names. 


Note to Dispatchers: In case you 
can’t find a trace of that wraith 
“Ghost” Hampson when you have 
an extra section or a courtesy hop 
for him, you can probably locate 
him at Ross Fenton’s “Farms”, a 
night club down on the Jersey 
coast near Spring Lake, haunting 
that gorgeous artiste Harriette 
Caperton. Hampson explains away 
the egg on his forehead with the 
conventional door bumping in the 
dark story; others have it that 
there is some confusion, even in 
his own mind, as to his ghostlike 
characteristics, and maintain that 
he still has to open a door before 
passing through it. 


In the past several months a 
couple of cylinders have blown up 
on the new DC-3s, the grapevine 
blames a Captain Brown for bend- 
ing the throttles in an attempt to 
get up enough speed to outfly the 
old stork. How about it, Hammy? 
Is it you? Or ’Gene? or both? 


It’s moving time again! The old 
vine says that all of the crews now 
located in Jacksonville are about 
to be shifted to Atlanta. Hope it 
won’t work a hardship on anyone, 
but it certainly must be disappoint- 
ing to Bunny Dawson who has 
been on his way to Miami from 
Newark for the past couple of 
years. His first move was from 
Newark to Atlanta, next, when the 
company decided to base five crews 
in Jacksonville for the Chicago 
Milk run, he managed to finagle 
his way down there — only 339 
miles from Miami — and now it 
looks like he’s going to lose out, 
backsliding to Atlanta. 


Stop Lights 


All you men who have not yet 
taken your vacations be warned! 
Lay your plans well before start- 
ing out for your two weeks of re- 
laxation, and benefit by the ex- 
perience of others. If any are con- 
sidering a trip by motor westward 
to the Grand Canyon, check up 
first with Gill Waller to see how 
many red traffic lights there are 
between Newark and Allentown. 
Some say that there are so many 
that Gill had to stop so often his 
cruising charts for gas consump- 
tion went by the boards, which 
really made Waller see red; so he 
turned around at that Pennsyl- 
vania town and started for other 
parts—several other parts. Did 
you have a nice time, Gill? 





Many pilots use their spare time 
to good advantage, and one of 
those who is doing it particularly 
well is your old ex-scribe for this 
council, none other than Bob Min- 
ick. Bob has himself a new racquet 
—yep, that’s it, he restrings them. 
No matter what anyone says to the 
contrary, for a person to be in that 
business takes an awful lot of 
guts. 


Copilot Understanding 


Inasmuch as crews are not al- 
ways paired up, and frequently 
each member of the crew does not 
know exactly what to expect of 
the other when landing, there has 
been a move afoot among the co- 
pilots of the line to have a definite 
understanding written into the op- 
erations manual. It follows: 


“In order that there shall be a 
uniform procedure on all flights 
when the Captain takes over the 
ship from his wheel holder upon 
sighting an airport at which a 
scheduled stop is to be made, the 
following shall obtain: (1) The 
Captain shall draw on his gloves— 
providing, of course, he wears 
gloves when he flys; (2) He shall 
then touch the wheel holder’s 
shoulder with the index digit of 
his right hand; (3) After the 
wheel holder has removed the 
headset from his left ear, the 
Captain shall place his mouth in 
the proximity of the uncovered ear 
and say, ‘I’ll rest you a while’; (4) 
The wheelholder shall immediately 
surrender control to his senior of- 
ficer, extending the gear and flaps 
in that order; (5) He shall then 
assume a dead-pan expression, 
leaving the Captain to get the ship 
on the ground as best he may.” 





“MY WIFE HAS GONE 
TO THE COUNTR 





BY PILOT F. J. SCHWAEMMLE. 
Council No. 44—DAL 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Having missed the last council 
meeting, due to my being on vaca- 
tion, there does not seem to be 
much in the line of news. If there 
is any, the boys are pretty tight 
lipped about it. 


On July 18th the Post Office 
took off our one and only “J” 
schedule, which was the night run 
between Atlanta and Dallas. Now 
we fly every night. I often won- 
dered if the POD was inclined to 
be a bit humorous by calling those 
daily except Sundays and holidays 
“J” schedules and the “J”? was the 
symbol for week-end jitters. Means 
more work for all of us and more 
pay for some of us and surely 
messes up Fred Ball’s week-ends 
in Dallas with his frau. 


Promotion 


Here is news—one of our co- 
pilots got a first pilot’s job. Con- 
gratulations Johnnie Tremayne. 
We all wish you the best of weath- 
er, runs and everything. Sorry 
that you had to leave Delta and 
Atlanta but know that your new 
employer, National Air Lines and 
new location, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
will soon realize that theirs is the 
gain. You’ve busted up some hot 
tennis games but we will forgive 
you provided you drop us a line 
occasionally from down yonder. 


Several of the boys are singing 
a tune but not so loud for fear 
that their wives might hear them. 
The tune is “My Wife Has Gone to 
the Country, Hurrah! Hurrah!” 


While the gang gets together for 
a council meeting to discuss and 
just plain cuss, some of the wives 
have been doing a little meeting on 
the side. Just for a little sociable 
game of penny ante. The host al- 
ways wins and naturally the rest 
lose. What’s the secret, host? 

Floyd—“The building bug will 
bite you if you don’t watch out.” 

A little bird told me some of 
these items but there is one item 
that was brought to be by a stork. 
More later. 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 
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It Is Rumored That: 


By THE FLIGHT SURGEON 














THE INSIDE NEWS 


(Continued from Page 3) 
Schwaemmle Continues 


ON AIR LINE PILOTS 


that it is interfering with his 
Shooting. And that’s bad. 
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Well, here we are at bat again. 
The way I fee] right now I have 
two strikes on me already. If any- 
one thinks that writing a news- 
letter is a gravy train I’m in favor 
of letting them do it. After read- 
ing the columns of the rest of the 
scribes I feel for them and want 
to personally congratulate all of 
them, for I for one know what 


Copilots Take Bathing Beauty 
Course 


Cushing and Whitaker flying the 
east side always have the pleasure 
(?) of breaking in the new co- 
Pilots. Cushing enjoys it, as it 
gives him another victim for his 
now famous sun burning, bathing 
beauty feature. He sees how well 
they can take it, by the amount of 
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ALPA COUNCIL NEWSLETTERS 





(Continued from Page 4) 
Army, are only as good as their 
stomachs. At least you’ll know 
now to fry an egg by the time 
your wife gets back, Ray, or else 
will have died in the attempt. I 
can cook Swedish meat balls so 
“why’n’cha come up and see me 
sometime ?” 

Will one of the boys out west 
please tell me if there is any truth 
in the rumor that all the girls in 
Billings, Spokane and Seattle are 
gnashing their teeth in frustrated 
anger since Johnny Woodhead 
middle-aisled it with that pretty 
Minneapolitan? Here’s wishing 
you many happy years of wedded 
bliss, John. 

Things are going like a house- 
afire on this airline the past month. 
The Post Office approved a third 
yound trip to the coast which was 
inaugurated on the 16th of July 
and the air is now humming with 
arrivals and departures. We have a 
lot of new faces around which an- 
swer to the names of Becker, Lei- 
thold, Hennessy, Wheelock, Kugel, 
Koons, Hogan, and Franklin if you 
happen to pick the right face and 
the right name and put them to- 
gether. So far, I’ve made plenty 
of mistakes but I’ll learn in time. 
Meanwhile, a hearty welcome to 
all you lads and may your stay be 
a long one and a pleasant one. 
Also, since last reports appeared 
in this paper Fletcher, McLaugh- 
lin, Kruse, Belden, Ernst and Rich- 
mond have shown remarkable agil- 
ity in changing over from right- 
handers to left-handers and are 
now pulling runs of their own out 
of the terminals. We congratulate 
you fellows, wishing you the most 
in success. 

Our dispatch office and radio 
station was moved over to Minne- 
apolis from St. Paul last month so 
all operations are now conducted 
out of Minneapolis leaving St. 
Paul as just a way station on local 
Chicago trips and a place for ma- 
jor overhauls. What a break for 
a few of us hardy souls who, all 
this time, have persisted in living 
in a good city and making that 
long drive to work. I notice a good 
deal of house hunting going on 
these days with the boys scramb- 
ling to come over here and take 
advantage of the finer things Min- 
neapolis has to offer which they 
have been passing by all these 
years. 

Still waiting for the 14-A’s to 
arrive so I believe that washes up 
all the news for this month. 


ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
FROM LAURENZANA 


BY PILOT N. A. LAURENZANA 
Council No. 42—B. A. 
Kansas City, Mo. 

My! My! How time flys! Here 
it is time for the yearly “B Line”! 
For the benefit of the newcomers, 
the Braniff Council also has what 
is commonly, but erroneously, 
known as a correspondent, who re- 
ports items of interest monthly to 
our paper; ’course this is only fif- 
teen or sixteen months late, but I 
know you won’t mind. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the more of this you 
read, the more you will come to 
appreciate my tardiness. 

Braniff Installs DC-2’s 

This will serve to confirm your 
observation that Braniff has in- 
stalled Douglas DC-2’s and Span- 
ish-speaking Hostii on its Chicago- 
Brownsville division; and by the 
time you read up to here, Flight 
Superintendent Ray Shrader and 
Chief Pilot R. V. Carleton will 
have finished checking-out all the 
“drivers” on the new instruments 
of transportation. Believe me, 
during this period, many things 
Were learned by many people. 

For instance, much to my em- 
barrassment and to others’ delight- 
ful entertainment, I learned what 
hot to do after a bad landing. I 
was bound for Chicago on my final 
trip of earning the Chief Pilot’s 
fight pay for him. At Oklahoma 
City, we picked-up Mr. O. M. 
‘Red” Mosier, of whom you've 
Probably heard; he’s just the boss! 
While thinking of how I'd like to 
five him a sample of my expert 
skill, we hit the ground at Wichi- 




















ta. The “G-whiz”’ indicator showed 
only two Gs; but my kidneys never 
lie. Instead of lighting a Murad, 
I opened my mouth and in flocked 
the feet! I asked Mr. Mosier if he 
still had his molars. They all 
laughed when he said, “Well, I 
wasn’t going to say anything 
about it; but when I looked be- 
hind me, I didn’t know whether 
the passengers were asleep or un- 
conscious.” But when he said, “I 
didn’t know whether to have the 
station men use the steps or the 
stretcher,” I thought they’d all go 
into convulsions. And later at 
Kansas City, when I asked my 
wife how she knew I was going 
through at that hour and the man 
said, “She heard that great rum- 
bling in the Southwest,” I thought 
they’d all choke on their coffee; 
but they didn’t. From there on, 
my face took the place of the 
warning light. 
Transfers 

The DC-2’s reduced the Kansas 
City flight personnel to Winn Sar- 
gent, Don George, Bill Walner 
and myself; Powers, Sellmeyer, 
Darnell, Boller, Knighton, Hurst, 
Klein, Thomas, and Currier were 
transferred to Dallas, 

Some of the copilots seem to 
be having a little contest — who 
can see how much of what airport, 
on the take-off—the gear retract- 
ing. mechanism being so dainty 
and refined. On several occasions 
at K. C., while the copilot’s blood 
pressure and pulse rate were still 
above limits and his respiration 
still faltering, I have leaned over 
and reminded him that he was 
supposed to say “Gear up and 
locked—tred light”? (which fact was 
already apparent to me when I 
perceived daylight showing be- 
tween the seat cushion and his 
“Taylor instrument”). This al- 
ways provided some amusement 
and seemed to put me in finer fet- 
tle to receive the absurdities of the 
flatheads, I mean flatfeet, of the 
Airways at Chicago. But I be- 
lieve there must have been some 
resentment on the starboard side, 
because on a recent take-off at 
CG, one of the larger copilots, 
after raising the gear, came up in 
front of my nose with a big card- 
board sign — GEAR UP AND 
LOCKED — RED LIGHT!! 

It comes to me, more or less di- 
rectly, that certain Hostii are 
dreaming aloud and are constant- 
ly in a daze over certain qualities 
possessed by a certain boiler-stok- 
er. To witness one of his pouts 
casts them into fits of delightful 
ecstasy; and, so I am told, his 
other characteristics, quote ‘“pro- 
vide food for thought for ten 
years” unquote. Qua-a-a-ck! 
Qua-a-ck! Quack! 

Editor, how can you print such 
stuff ?!! 

Congratulations Shrader 

LATE FLASH—Ray Shrader is 
passing out cigars! It’s hard to 
believe, but the boy has really 
succumbed! Well, Ray, welcome 
to the fold; we rejoice with you— 
all but one, who feels somewhat 
let-down. After all, I’m told, that 
Dan Hughes has put out many a 
fire with the statement that he 
wouldn’t get married until you 
did! 

Oh, ROYAL, now look what 
you’ve done!!! 


WANTED — IDEAS FOR 
TREATMENT OF BONE- 
CRUSHER RUNS 


BY PILOT WILLIAM T. ARTHUR 
Council No. 35—A. A. 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Those fellows on that run of all 
runs — the 11:15 PM nightmare 
local to New York—are giving the 
gray matter, large or small, a real 
work out these days. The question, 
heard on every side, is how to 
make the body and mind think it 
is the regular time to be alert, 
when they know darned well they 
should be resting and inert. 

Every pilot seems to have his 
own theory on how to conquer the 
bug-a-boo. One will sleep all day 
long previous to going out; an- 
other will swear by staying up 
during the day and getting a few 
hours just before departure. 
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How Much Will the 
Air Line Pilots Stand? 


By PILOT WALTER A. BROOKE 

Every time there is an air line 
crash the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce investigates the wreckage, 
a twisted inanimate mass of 
wreckage. What are the results? 
PILOT ERROR. 

Many of us would like to know 
how a wrecked air liner, almost 
annihilated by the crash, can dis- 
close to any sane-minded board 
(which should but does not in- 
clude air line pilots) that the pilot 
used poor judgment. 

“Notice to Airmen” 

The action which has brought 
about this sudden outburst is con- 
tained in the last two issues of 
“NOTICE TO AIRMEN”. Look 
over both the May and June issues. 
It is really worth your while to 
STUDY them. We recently re- 
ceived the findings of the Bureau 
of Air Commerce on the North- 
west crackup near Kellogg, Idaho. 
As in many other cases, the Bu- 
reau has decided that the cause 
was PILOT ERROR. 

“Use with Caution” 

Just look over these recent is- 
sues of Notice to Airmen. Here is 
what you will find. In Minnesota 
there are two radio range stations, 
Minneapolis and Alexandria. Min- 
neapolis range refers you to the 
footnote which reads “USE WITH 
CAUTION”. This incidentally is 
almost ruining your chances of 
getting home should you HAVE to 
rely on it when the weather closes 
in. In North Dakota they have 
six stations. One of these refers 
you to this footnote. 

“Unreliable” 

Now we go over into the state 
where one of our brother mem- 
bers lost his life last winter. In 





this state we have eight radio}: — 


range stations. Seven of these are 
reported UNRELIABLE. What 
else can this footnote mean? With 
seven of eight stations unreliable, 
then a rather assorted portion of 
snow static, is it fair to fix PILOT 
ERROR as the cause of a crash? 
Incidentally these references were 
not recorded in the issues of NO- 
TICE TO AIRMEN prior to this 
crash. 

Let us go over to the next state, 
Washington. Here we have six 
ranges of which two are to be 
used with caution. Both of these 
two are on the Northwest route. 
Now suppose we do a little com- 
piling. In four states we have a 
total of twenty-two ranges. Of 
these twenty-two we have advice 
to use eleven with caution. This 
is only a fifty per cent unreliabil- 
ity proposition, but the findings of 
our unfortunate series of crashes 
this spring compiles a ninety per 
cent PILOT ERROR cause. I wish 
I were mathematician enough to 
add these two together and get 
one hundred per cent for the an- 
swer, but it just can’t be done. 





ARE YOU WEARING AN 
ALPA EMBLEM? 





A small number of our mem- 
bers have not as yet purchased 
their Association emblems. 
There are but a limited number 
left at Headquarters. Mail in 
your 50c today and identify 
yourself as a member of The 
Air Line Pilots Association. 

















who is tough and doesn’t need 
sleep either the day before the run 
or during the flight. A group will 
try no heavy eating so many hours 
previous to zero hour, and others 
will say do just the opposite. A 
full day of exercise will justify 
one individual and, of course, we 
would have the reverse to that 
theory. A hundred treatments for 
one subject by a hundred men is 
the general result, and out of it 
all comes the answer, or at least 
the close solution. 
Fatigue 

Pilot Fatigue, studied over the 
long ocean hops, is quite applica- 
ble to shorter runs under more se- 
vere flying conditions. Regardless 
of preflight treatment on the 


Bone-Crushers, the pilots are find- 


Wheeler Fights 
For 


ICC Control 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tablishing and enforcing safety 
regulation from a bureau in which 
the personnel undergoes drastic 
changes every four years.” 

Senator Wheeler accused Bu- 
reau administrators of “pulling 
their punches” to avoid offending 
the air lines, because it is to the 
air lines they must look for jobs 
when the shifting fortunes of poli- 
tics terminate their connection 
with the bureau. 

“Key men in the air commerce 
division of the Department of 
Commerce seem to come from the 
industry, stay with the Govern- 
ment for two, three or four years, 
then go back to the air transport 
industry again. 

Career Men 

“Can we expect of such men 
that they will be as judicial in 
enforcing safety regulations, as 





thorough in their inspections, as 
unswerving in their duty, as men 
whose careers lie in the Govern- 
ment service? 

“We have only to look at the 
record of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in enforcing safety 





. ers - 3 i 
“We Should Make Air Travel One 
of the Safest Ways of Getting 
From One Place to Another” 
regulations on the railroads to see 

what can be done. 

“Before the commission took 
hold of the railroads, men and 
women were afraid to ride on 
them, they had such a record in 
the public mind for horrible acci- 
dents. But under commission con- 
trol, the accident trend was stead- 
ily downward, until railroad safety 
is taken for granted today. 

Lives at Stake 

“The air line pilots, who fly the 
industry’s airplanes and who are 
personally responsible for. the 
safety in the air of their passen- 
gers and cargoes, have appeared 
several times and publicly pleaded 
for the speedy removal of air 
safety from politics. 

“These men .are familiar with 
the safety story of the railroads— 
and what they want is to see air 
travel put on the same basis. Their 
lives, after all, are at stake. 

“The public, as represented by 
chambers of commerce and other 
organizations, is on record as fa- 
voring the bill, because the regu- 
lation of air commerce by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
furnishes the public with a pro- 
tection which does not now exist.” 

Pledges Fight 

Every effort will be made, Sena- 
tor Wheeler said, to force a vote 
on the bill this session, and failing 


session. 

“We are going to arouse the 
Senate over this thing,” he con- 
cluded. “This is no question of po- 
litical policy, or of dollars and 
cents. It is a question of human 
lives.” 








ing the results quite in accord 
once the run has been completed 
— all tired out, and mere sleep 
doesn’t seem to completely correct 
that “gone” feeling. So let the 
sceptics have their day and let 
them laugh at such words as 
“Aeroneurosis,.” “Pilot Fatigue.” 
Through the charts and tests and 
actual flying results we will get an 
answer and the industry will profit 
by each detail that makes for bet- 
ter health in its pilots. 

While roaming about town: 
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) 
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that, to pass it early in the next. 





NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON IN- 
STRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM 
(Continued from Page 1) 
we may look forward to your 
support when the time comes, if it 
is not already here, in assisting to 
introduce the opinions of the air 

line pilots. 
Want Pilots Represented 

“Personally, I feel that this is 
the thing that we have been look- 
ing for for a long time. As the 
final test flights and proposed 
demonstrations on the system as 
installed at Oakland, California, 
will soon take place, we would like 
to have someone representing your 
group present to observe the ac- 
tual operation, thereby giving you 
first hand information that may 
prove useful to all your members 
as well as yourself. 

“IT am enclosing a rough draft 
which is an outline of the thoughts 
and ideas expressed by the various 
air line technicians who have par- 
ticipated in our meetings from 
time to time.” 

RECOMMENDED INSTRUMENT 
LANDING SYSTEM 

The Air Lines believe the fol- 
lowing fundamental elements are 
necessary for an instrument land- 
ing system, particularly if installed 
on a national scale with rigid uni- 
formity of performance specifica- 
tions: 
1.—Runway Localizer. 

a. The runway localizer shall op- 

erate on an ultra high frequency 

preferably in the band 90—96 

or 108 to 112 mes. 

b. Straight course, i.e. one which 

has no bends or multiple courses 

perceptible to a pilot flying in 
still air. 

c. The difference in the magni- 

tude of the two patterns of the 

localizer shall be 1 db. at 1.5° 
either side of the center line as 
measured with a linear detector. 

(Tentative, subject to confirma- 

tion). 

d. The range of use as a runway 

localizer should be twenty miles 

at 3,000 feet. 

e. Freedom from interference 

pattern effects perceptible to the 

pilot both in elevation and az- 
muth. 

f. The apparatus must be cap- 

able of adjustment within one 

hour to provide either visual or 

A-N aural indication. 
2.—Glide Path. 

a. The glide path shall operate 

on an ultra high frequency pre- 

ferably in the band 90—96 mcs. 

b. A smooth glide path shall be 

provided, i.e. one which is free 

from interference pattern ef- 
fects perceptible to the pilot 
when on the localizer course. 

ec. The antenna array shall be 

capable of adjustment to pro- 

vide a suitable glide path. 

d. The glide path emission shall 

be horizontally polarized. 
3.—Markers. 

a, The markers shall operate on 

an ultra high frequency pre- 

ferably 75 mcs. 

b. It shall be possible to posi- 

tively identify each marker both 

aurally and visually by modula- 
tion and keying. (Tentative and 
subject to confirmation). 

c. A normal arrangement of 

markers would be 

1. At the normal intersection 
with the flight path, ie. 5 
miles from the landing point 
(for 2,000 feet elevation). 

2. At the point where the nor- 
mal approach path is approxi- 
mately 300 feet above the 
ground. 

3. At the boundary of the air- 
port. 

d. The marker beacons shall 

have an array adjustable so that 

when installed in the boundary 
position the beam will cause use- 
ful indications of visual device 
within 700 feet either side of 

the on-course path and for 300 

feet along the glide path tra- 

jectory. 

e. The outer markers shall have 

sufficient power to accomplish a 

similar visual indication with the 

same beam pattern at 4,000 feet. 
4.—Monitor System. 

a. Satisfactory means for indi- 

cating visually the operation of 

all equipment shall be provided 
at a central point. ~~ 

b. Whatever form of visual indi- 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5) - 
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S. 1760 AND S. 2 ON CALENDAR 
For Early 1938 Action 





(Continued from Page 1) 


have been passed while Congress 
was deadlocked. 


Much Air Legislation 


The court fight over, legislat- 
ors realized they could not go 
home until many vital bills were 
passed, which dragged the session 
tediously on through the long hot 
summer, almost to the end of Aug- 
ust. The air transport legislative 
program moved along much in the 
same fashion as Congress itself. 
Many air bills were introduced, up- 
wards of thirty-seven. However, 
the main fight centered around the 
very apparent need for transfer- 
ring the control of air transporta- 
tion from the Post Office Depart- 
ment and Department of Com- 
merce and consolidating it in an 
air transportation division within 
the non-political Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 


Few of us realize what a diffi- 
cult, tedious job it is to write leg- 
islation. The latter part of 1936 
and early 1937 were used in pre- 
paring air transportation legisla- 
tion which would bring about 
I. C. C. control. The Air Line Pilots 
Association worked on the safety 
legislation, S. 1760, and the oper- 
ating companies busied themselves 
with S. 2, dealing with rate fixing 
and matters of public necessity 
and convenience. Just about the 
time that everybody should have 
put his shoulder to the wheel for 
the purpose of taking the whole 
industry out of politics and plac- 
ing it under proper Federal con- 
trol in the I. C. C., the op- 
erators started see-sawing. It was 
hard to figure out for a while just 
what they did stand for. Finally 
the Air Transport Association 
came out openly against including 
the pilots’ wage and hour section 
in the new law. This resulted in 
an open fight which lasted for sev- 
eral months and finally Senator 
McCarran cleared the atmosphere 
by announcing that there would be 
no air line legislation passed with- 
out a proper labor section. 


Operators Refuse to Back 
Safety Bill 
Shortly after Senator McCarran 


introduced the rate bill, S. 2, he| 


also introduced the pilots’ safety 
bill, S. 1760. In the House, Con- 
gressman Crosser introduced the 
companion bill to S. 1760, which is 
H. R. 7474. Congressman Clar- 
ence Lea introduced the compan- 
ion bill to S. 2 which is H. R. 7273. 
In hearings on these measures we 
found that the operators were not 
only fighting the inclusion of the 
pilots’ labor section but were also 
straddling the fence on the safety 
bill. They didn’t come right out 
in the open and say they were 
against it but they said at public 
hearings that they weren’t inter- 
ested in the safety bill one way or 
the other. COL. GORRELL, 
PRESIDENT OF THE OPERAT- 
ORS’ ASSOCIATION, STATED 
THAT THEY DIDN’T CARE 
WHERE AIR SAFETY WAS 
PUT; AS FAR AS THEY WERE 
CONCERNED IT COULD BE 
PLACED UNDER THE BUREAU 
OF FISHERIES. 


Now when we stop to analyze 
this, it doesn’t add up. Certainly 
the safety bill, S. 1760, is a much 
more important bill than the rate 
bill and yet we hear the operators 
saying that they don’t care what 
happens to the safety bill. In 
short the operators couldn’t help 
being interested and their actions 
could only be interpreted one way. 
They were against the safety bill. 


Attempt to Eliminate Pilots’ 
Protection 


Not only were they opposing our 
safety bill but several months af- 
ter Congress convened we found 
them doing everything possible to 
amend the pilots’ protective sec- 
tion as to wages and working con- 
ditions out of existence. The nat- 
ural result of all this was the 
creating of so much confusion that 
the air transport legislation call- 
ing for I. C. C. control had little 
chance of passing. Shortly before 











the close of the session the oper- 
ators apparently realized their 
mistake and made several attempts 
to rectify it but it was then too 


SIX ALPA MEM- 
BERS KILLED 
IN 20 DAYS 


On August 23, Pilot Charles H. 








Pursley and Copilot Frank DeCe- 


late because the damage had been|S@re lost their lives when their 


done. 
Pilots Support Both Bills 


| Nogoil district, Argentina. 


Pan-American Grace plane “Santa 
Elena” crashed against the hills in 
Stew- 


The position that the Air Line| ard C. Thomas, only other member 


Pilots Association took on all this;0n board, was also killed. 


Both 


was to give both I. C. C. bills, Pursley and DeCesare were mem- 


S. 1760 and S. 2, equal support, 
without any subterfuge or waver- 
ing, and the pilots stood back of 
both bills until the adjournment 
gavel fell. Had the operators 
done the same, we are quite cer- 
tain that it would have been a much 
different story. So much for the air 
line legislative program of the first 
session of the 75th Congress. In 
January of next year it will be a 
different story. The pilots are de- 
termined to know exactly where 
they stand so far as support of 
their safety bill is concerned and 
if the same evasive and inconclu- 
sive attitude is shown by the air 
carriers, there will be only one 
course for the pilots and their 
friends to follow and that is to be 
governed accordingly. In short, 
the pilots’ safety bill, S. 1760, and 
the operators’ rate bill, S. 2, 
should move forward with an 
equal amount of support from all 
the various groups in the industry 
or the bills should logically be 
separated and each forced to make 
its own way. 


Main Opposition 
The opposition to this legisla- 


bers of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation. 


Power Line Causes Accident 


In the early morning of August 
10, Captain Stuart Dietz sped his 
Eastern Air Lines 14-passenger 
ship south on the Daytona Beach, 
Fla. airport. He was unaware that 
a power line had been strung di- 
rectly in his path but a few hours 
before. His ship crashed into a 
pole hidden by darkness, flounder- 
ed helplessly for about 100 yards 
and fell to earth. Captain Dietz 
and three others lost their lives, 
including the copilot. Five were 
injured. 


Pan American Ship Crashes 


“Spiraling down through clouds 
and rain’ was the last word heard 
from Pan American’s big twin- 
engined amphibian, Santa Maria, 
with 14 persons on board. This 
message came through at 7:38 
p. m., August 38. The next day 





submarines picked up about 20 per 
cent of the mail and other bits of 


' wreckage 20 miles west of Cristo- 


tion, both as to rate fixing and| 


safety, emanates for the most part 
from the Post Office Department 
and the Department of Commerce. 


separately or together, despite the 
many rumors we have heard about 
the D. O. C. not opposing the op- 
erators’ rate bill, S. 2, if certain 
concessions were made in the way 
of withdrawing support from the 


Reasons for Opposing 


The opposition in so far as the 


P. O. and D. O. C. are concerned ; 


| Dunn 


bal on the Atlantic Ocean side of 
the Isthmus. At the controls of 
Santa Maria were Captain Stephen 
and First Officer Lawrence 


| A. Bickford, both ALPA members. 


| Among the passengers was G. Q. 
These Federal] bodies are opposing | wd era Q 


both bills, whether they be passed | 


| Director 
pilots’ safety bill, S.1760. All this| Commerce, was also on board. 


does not smack of a straight-from- | 
the-shoulder way of doing things! 
and could not help but retard the! 
| progress of the I. C. C. legislation. !| == 


Caldwell, inactive member of 
ALPA, who formerly flew for 
American Airlines and was em- 
ployed by the Department of Com- 
merce at the time of the crash. 
Rex Martin, formerly Assistant 
of the Bureau of Air 


ALPA mourns deeply the loss 
of these fine airmen, these loyal 
Association members. 








our deepest sympathies. And so it 
In addition to the 
wired wranglings that character- 


goes. cross- 


can for the most part be attrib-| ized the movement of this legisla- 
uted to the fact that the legisla-|tion, both sickness and death it 


tion would transfer a small part| 


of these departments’ duties to the | E , 
When it is|2#me of securing final action dur- 


all boiled down this is the only|ing the session just past. 
Any of|ever, had the air carriers gone 


nonpolitical I. C. C. 


real objection they have. 
their other reasons are colored 
with the one idea—loss of polit- 
ical patronage. 

Such objections as these 
based purely on selfish interests 
and cannot long endure in the 
face of what should be done to 
give American air transportation 
its chance to progress properly. 


McCarran Stricken 


In addition to other things, 
progress of air line legislation has 
been hampered by happenings be- 
yond human control. On the Sen- 
ate side, with both bills on the 
floor for action, fighting Senator 
Pat McCarran, sponsor of this leg- 
islation, was stricken with a fa- 
tigue condition which bordered on 
a nervous breakdown. He was 
taken to the Navy Hospital and 
ordered to take a long rest. The 
natural effect of this was to put 
the entire I. C. C. air legislation 
program over to the next session. 


Crosser Loses Dear Ones 


In the +House, Congressman 
Clarence Lea, sponsor of the com- 
panion bill to S. 2, took an atti- 
tude of watchful waiting to see 
what the Senate would do. Con- 
gressman Robert Crosser, sponsor 
of, the pilots’ safety bill in the 
House, H. R. 7474, companion to 
S. 1760, during the final weeks of 
Congress, had two deaths in his 
immediate family. His mother died 
and just two weeks later death 
again visited his home and took 
his son, twenty-one years of age. 
This left this valiant fighter griev- 
ed and broken and we extend him 


are | 


|}seems held a royal flush in this 


How- 


|along on both bills as the pilots 
| did without objecting so much to 
| the pilots’ section and to the safe- 
ty bill, the matter would have been 
brought to the floor of Congress 
sooner and all of the last minute 
causes for delay would not have 
vitally affected final action on this 
very important air legislation. 


Much of Hard Work Done 


When it is all said and done, 
even though the bills did not pass 
during this session, no one can 
deny that much of the pick and 
shovel work has been done. The 
bills are on the Senate calendar 
and will have a good chance to 
pass early next session, after 
which House action should follow 
in natural sequence without delay. 


As far as the air carriers are 
concerned, it is hoped that they 
will benefit by experience during 
the last session and realize that 
very little can be gained without 
unified action. The pilots have 
stood staunchly behind both bills 
all the way through and to the air 
carriers, we say — What about 
you when Congress again convenes 
next January? On this decision 
will probably hang success or fail- 
ure of the air line legislative pro- 
gram in the second session of the 
75th Congress and if these bills do 
not pass during the second session 
the entire program will be junked 
and both bills will have to be re- 
introduced, hearings held, with 
everyone starting from scratch, 
and certainly no one wants to see 
that happen. 








BRITISH AIR LINE 


PILOTS FORM 


(Continued from Page 1) 
would find some useful purpose in 
our association being somewhat 
similar to your own. 

I hold a transport license which 
1 obtained in 1930 when I was for 
some three years in most parts of 
the U. S. A. 

We have with us a line pilot who 
was a member of your association 
until last year when he left Colo- 
nial Airways and joined Imperial 
Airways. I have obtained a good 
deal of help from him in this mat- 
ter but I still require as much 
information as you are prepared 
to give me. 

They say that imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery, but if 
we can make our association as 
successful as your own it will cer- 
tainly be worth it. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

Sincerely yours, 

In reply to this letter, Mr. 
Behncke forwarded all information 
which he felt would be beneficial 
to the English fliers together with 
what he considered sound counsel 
on the fundamentals of organizing 
a pilots’ union. 

Hold Inaugural Meeting 

On May 18, the inaugural meet- 
ing of the Association was held. 
At this meeting an organization 
committee of seven was elected. | 
Qualifications for membership were ; 
decided and all those eligible were 
circularized by a letter setting out 
the facts and asking for support. 

Quoting from the chairman of 
this organization committee: 

“We anticipated a fair response 
and were told by others that we 
were being too optimistic, but I 
am glad to report that even our 
expectations have already been far | 
exceeded. I cannot emphasize too 
strongly, however, that no member 
of this Association has any right 
to be satisfied until the Association 
has as its members every air pilot 
eligible. Then, and only then, will 
our position be invulnerable and 
we can go on confidently to the all- 
embracing Air Union that is our 
ultimate aim.” 

First General Meeting 

Representing air lines through- 








out the British Isles, pilots throng- 
ed to the Greyhound Hotel, Croy- | 
don, on June 27, for their first | 
general membership meeting. 


Lords Chesham and Amherst, 
Officers 

It was announced that Lord 
Chesham had accepted the position 
of president of the Association, 
and Lord Amherst of vice-presi- 
dent. Realizing that a strong po- 
litical influence is necessary, mem- 
bers of the organization felt ex- 
tremely fortunate in having these 
two gentlemen offer their assist- 
ance. 

Representation 

THE CHAIRMAN TOLD THE 
MEETING THAT HE HAD BEEN 
SUPPLIED WITH A LOG OF 
THE AMERICAN AIR LINE 
PILOTS ASSOCIATION FROM 
WHICH THEY WOULD PAT- 





TERN THEIR SYSTEM OF REP- 
RESENTATION. THEN THE 












ASSOCIATION — 


ELECTION OF EXECUTIV 
COUNCILS, LOCAL COUNCIL, 
ETC., WAS EXPLAINED, Ay 
THE DUTIES OF THESE Copy 
CILS OUTLINED. 
EXCERPTS FROM 
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COULD BE EXPECTED IN Tyg the ! 
FORMING OF AN ORGANIZgeeed 2 | 
TION OF THIS KIND. ol a 
ment. 
Quote Log » be with 
In “The Log,” official organ , ; 
the British Pilots’ Association, », pee 
cently mailed to ALPA Headquz, ills, 5. “ 
ters, the following appeared unde"  % 
the title of — Ie 2s follo 
“EXTRACTIONS ntage 
‘PUBLIC SAFETY CALL@E. in tt 
FOR PILOTS OF HIGH CHAM. con 
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THE OCCUPATION IS A Haz . in th 
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THE LAW SHOULD PROVIDAEG) mean 
FOR A METHOD TO FIX MAy rom scra 
MUM FLYING HOURS, MM 
MUM PAY AND A_ SYSTpe Operator 
FOR RETIREMENT OR ANN 
ITY BENEFITS.’ From t 
—President Roosevelt, Mion, the 
We hope our Members of Pxjmed In 
liament are sufficiently interestemransport 
to hold siimlar views.” onsidera 
Affiliation with ALPA oy 
Recently, in a letter written ju; vag 
as the Pan American Clipper soa, ‘ this 
ed over Great Britain, British op The labo 
ganizers voiced their desire follMirely sa 
an affiliation. Quoting: he Hou 
“It is our considered opiniolMe)out th 
that a strong affiliation betwee present i 
yourselves and ourselves is thimthat is ur 
strongest form of protection folmNeverthe 
our interests that we could have"Myious diff 
SAID BEHNCKE: “WE WILImpte versic 
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Behncke recently said that them ?PPaven' 
American air line pilots note witiggeeed 1 
a great deal of satisfaction thm: 9. C- 
progress made by their brother p:qu" vetur 
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lots across the sea. Their methot- 
ical business-like methods of pr- 
cedure are characteristic of the 
English race. In a large sens, 
piloting problems are identical the 
world over. Therefore, the prob- 
lems of the air line pilots of on 
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(Continued from Page 5) 
Johnny Pricer’s well is now down 
to 500 feet, and they tell me that 
water can be had in west Tennes- 
see by going to only 200 feet. 
Perhaps, Johnny said drill me an 
oil well in an off moment and the 
man took him at his word. To 
Pricer’s for a drink of oil! 

Walt Hunter is still playing his 
best club-breaking game, averag- 
ing about three clubs per round. 
He will challenge anyone to a 
round of 18 clubs — bring your 
ae too. My money on Hunt- 
er! 

Blessed Event 

A blessed event in the ranks— 
the red-haired Davis lad is a proud 
papa of a darling daughter. Fa- 
ther and baby doing nicely. 

McDonald and his candid cam- 
era are after everyone, so all you 
people with lives like an open book 
—but with a few pages stuck to- 





gether—look out! We expect some 





nation are the problems of the air will hav 
line pilots of the world. and ne: 
We, as American air line pilots present 
salute you and wish you success ing™as the 
bringing your profession to theg™from th 
high plane which it so richly de Pilots 
serves. We are happy if we have : 
been of assistance to you. It is | 
= —— i two bil 
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winter months. The new G-10)MM let the 
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fall and everyone will welcome tht 
added power. So by then tht 
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The House version of the bill is 
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WASHINGTON 
NEWS 


By EDWARD G. HAMILTON 


The 75th Congress, first half, is 

wer. An exciting not to say 
jerve-racking time was had by 
|. After much effort Senator 
ycCarran managed to get a mo- 
ion before the Senate for consid- 
ration of the I. C. C. bills. How- 
yer, Senator McKellar, chairman 
if the Post Office Committee, 
tarted a filibuster which threat- 
ined to interfere with adjourn- 
ment. As a result the motion had 
» be withdrawn. 


The status of the two I. C. C. 
ills, S. 1760 and S. 2, the former 
being by far the more important, 
;as follows: In the Senate both 
ils are on the calendar. In the 
ouse they are watching the ac- 
in in the Senate. When Con- 
ress convenes again the fight will 
>) on from here, no ground being 
ost in the meantime. If the bills 
ail to pass next year, however, it 
vill mean starting all over again 
rom scratch. 





Operators Attempt to Eliminate 
Pilots’ Section 


From the very start of the ses- 
ion, the battle became very heat- 
d. In the first place the Air 
Transport Association expended 
onsiderable effort and used up 
keveral hundred pages of the hear- 
in an attempt to keep the 
nilots’ labor section out of S. 2. 
In this they were unsuccessful. 
he labor section in S. 2 is en- 
irely satisfactory to the pilots. 


bbout the same as S. 2, but at 
resent it carries a labor section 
that is unsatisfactory to the pilots. 
ertheless we anticipate no se- 
difficulty in having the Sen- 
version adopted before the bill 
passes the House next year. 


Bureau of Fisheries Can Handle 
Air Safety—Gorrell 


The Safety Bill encountered no 
resistance in the hearings from 
anyone except the Department of 
The P. O. D. an- 
nounced a hands off policy, while 
he Air Transport Association 
tated that the Bureau of Fisher- 
es could handle safety and meet 
no objection from them. As events 
ranspired it became apparent that 
he P. O. D. and D. O. C. had 
oined forces in opposition to both 
bills. At the same time it became 
apparent that someone was en- 
gaged in a little trading with the 
D. 0. C. to hold up the Safety Bill 
in return for their passive non-re- 
sistance to the rate bill. 


Undoubtedly the lack of coop- 
eration on the part of the carriers 
had much to do with the failure of 
either bill to pass at this session. 
It is to be hoped that the traders, 
manipulators and rumor mongers 
will have learned a valuable lesson 
and next year may be ready to 
present a more unified front such 
as the pilots have assumed right 
from the start. 


Pilots Have Favored Both Bills 


It is very obvious to us that the 
two bills are part and parcel of 
one progressive policy, and we 
have consistently favored both 
whenever questioned on the sub- 
ject. This same idea seems to 
have pervaded both the Commerce 
and Post Office Departments, since 
despite attempts to trade one 
against the other, which seemed to 
be going on, the final show-down 
found them united in opposition to 
both bills. 


During the last weeks of Con- 
gress when all the cross wires 
seemed to be working perfectly 
resulting in no action, a civic or- 
ganization known as the Interstate 
Airways Committee sent repre- 
sentatives to Washington on be- 
half of the rate bill (S. 2). This 
committee worked diligently to re- 
vive the remains but to no avail, 
and the pilots’ association, despite 
the fact that a number of people 
let them down on the Safety bill 
bitched in and helped. 


McCarran Collapses 
Senator McCarran, like the 





(Continued from Page 1) | 
Unfortunately this objection 
(the reason for which probably no 
one will ever know) was raised 
during the very last minutes of 
Congress and while the legislators 
were maneuvering to overcome it, 
a messenger arrived on the House 
floor stating that the Senate had 
adjourned. This automatically 
stopped the bill because had it 
passed the House after the Senate 
had adjourned the law would have 
been invalid. However, the bill is 
on the House calendar and will 
come up the first of January. ' 


In reality no time has been lost 
on construction of the Camp 
Springs site. Even had the bill 
passed, work would not have 
started immediately inasmuch as 
there was no money available, the 
appropriation bills having been 
dispensed with when the airport 
bill came up for action. As it 
now stands when the bill is passed 
the first of January, funds can be 
allotted without delay. 


S. 2846—Enlarge Washington- 
Hoover Airport 


The second bill, S. 2846, was in- 
troduced by Senator Royal S. 
Copeland of New York, and Con- 
gressman Andrew J. May of Ken- 
tucky. The purpose of this bill is 
to enlarge Washington-Hoover air- 
port by closing Military Road and 
giving the airport concern a 25- 
year lease on it on advance pay- 
ment of $25,000 to Arlington 
County, Va., for construction of a 
substitute highway. The bill also 
provides for the leasing from the 
Agriculture Department govern- 
ment land adjacent to the airport 
for $1.00 a year and the filling in 
of the lagoon of Boundary Chan- 
nel if the National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission ap- 
proves. 


Congress passed S. 2846 just 
before adjourning. However, it is 
rumored that the President will 
veto this bill because of its in- 
volved nature and the fact that 
the Agriculture Department heads 
maintain that if part of their land 
(now used as an _ experimental 


BILL PROVIDES FOR NEW 


Washington Airport 








at Camp Springs as provided for 
in S. 2838. 


Bureau Inactive 


While all this was going on, the 
Bureau of Air Commerce was and 
still is pondering the “stupendous” 
problem of what to do about re- 
stricting the Washington Airport 
in the interest of public safety as 
recommended by line pilots flying 
in and out of this port. The pilots 
made their request for action on 
July 7. Fifty-five days have 
passed, and the Bureau has done 
nothing. It is certainly a deplor- 
able state of affairs when a Gov- 
ernment agency which is charged 
with the safety of the air travel- 
ing public and which has recog- 
nized and admitted that this situa- 
tion is dangerous, still refuses to 
act. Is it any wonder that the 
pilots and the public are clamor-| 
ing for a real AIR SAFETY law? 


Safety of Airport 


The general score as to the 
safety of this airport is at this 
time about as follows: 


Air Line Pilots — Washington- 
Hoover is unsafe for larger and 
faster equipment. 


Airport Commission appointed 
two years ago to‘study the prob- 
lem (includes General Westover) 
—Unsafe. 


Colonel J. Monroe Johnson 
(Ass’t Secty. of Commerce)—Un- 
safe 50% of the time. 


Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker (E. 
A. L.)—(1) Safe as long as pilots 
have discretion. (2) If restricted 
will take off schedules and release 
pilots. 


C. R. Smith (A. A.)—(1) Pi- 
lots have discretion. (2) The 
pilots are not together on this 
question, 

Col. Edgar S. Gorrell (Air 
Transport Assn.)—If we thought 
airport unsafe would voluntarily 
stop using it immediately. 

Bureau Should Do Restricting 

Of course the pilots are togeth- 
er on this issue. The matter was 
brought up by the local councils 
and voted on before the Associa- 
tion was requested to take action. 
And of course the pilots know that 





farm for which it is admirably 
suited) is leased, it will render 
their entire extremely valuable 
property useless, which amounts 
to a large acreage. 


Washington-Hoover Can Never 
be Adequate 


The pilots have repeatedly gone 
on record to the effect that even 
with the improvements provided 
for in this bill, Washington-Hoov- 
er site can never be developed into 
a first-class airport. Reasons: Low 
elevation and_ susceptibility to 
floods, natural terrain obstruc- 
tions, other obstructions such as— 
Arlington towers—smoke stacks— 
power lines — Washington monu- 
ment, and the many other hazards 
to flying in this particular area. 
Thus, it could never be anything 
but a secondary airport to the 
large, government-controlled air 
terminal which will be developed 








way down the line with both bills, 
until his strength gave out and he 
was rushed to the hospital. And 
this is not a figure of speech 
either. When the Senate enter- 
tained his motion to consider the 
I. C. C. bills the Senator spoke for 
over two hours the first day, about 
forty-five minutes the second day, 
and the third day his health gave 
way. His seemingly tireless ener- 
gy finally gave out in the last days 
of a very long session. The air 
bills were not the cause of the 
senator’s collapse, just “the last 
straw that broke the camel’s 
back.” 


With the fighting senator out of 
the way, and adjournment in the 
offing, the opposition, Senator Mc- 
Kellar, had an easy victory by 
merely threatening to filibuster. 
Nevertheless, it was apparent that 
had the bill come to a vote it 
would have had a_ reasonable 





800d soldier he is, went all the 





chance of passing. 


if they exercise too often their 
|much-discussed discretion to pass 
|up Washington Airport because of 
| dangerous wind and weather con- 
ditions, they will probably be out 
of a job. This is one of the main 
reasons they think the Commerce 
Department should do the neces- 
sary restricting and not leave it up 
to the individual pilot. 

Naturally the air lines are re- 
luctant to give up an airport that 
happens to be within ten or fifteen 
minutes’ taxi ride from the heart 
of the business section. It is sur- 
prising, however, that with the 
very bad safety record of the air 
lines during the last year, they are 
in this instance not only willing to 
compromise with safety but are 
apparently trying to “crack the 
whip” over the pilots by threats or 
promises of loss of jobs in order 
to gain their ends. 


What Will D. O. C. Do? 
What will the publicity-minded 
Commerce Department do about 
it? Which of its conflicting du- 
ties will it perform this time? 
Will it regulate in the interest of 
public safety or will it refrain 
from interfering with the air lines 
for fear of causing slight operat- 
ing difficulties and thereby ack- 
nowledge its promotional responsi- 
bility. Every time the Bureau 
acts it seems it is torn between 
two desires. The Bureau’s dual 
role divides it against itself with 
the result that nothing ever hap- 
pens except as a result of the 
powers from without. 
It seems that it is going to be 
up to the pilots themselves to re- 


public safety. This is made nec- 
essary because of the inactivity of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce, the 
Bureau which is charged by Con- 
gress with the regulation ‘of air 


strict this airport in the interest of 


Air Safety 


Testimony 





The following quoted testimony 
was presented by the Association 
before an air safety subcommittee 
of the Committee on Commerce, 
United States Senate, headed by 
Senator Copeland, during hearings 
held intermittently throughout the 
entire 74th session of Congress. Be- 
cause of the many recent airplane 
accidents, it was deemed timely 
and beneficial to reprint this ma- 
terial at this time in The AIR 
LINE PILOT. Unfortunately very 
little has been done to date to 
carry out the pilots’ recommenda- 
tions made approximately a year 
ago to increase air safety. 
Because of the length of this 
testimony, it has been continued 
through several issues. 
* * a 

Regarding Stabilizer 
I think this arrangement is prob- 
ably all right, but the point is that 
this new control was brought into 
the air-line picture, and when it 
was first brought in, it was not all 
right. It kept the plane constantly 
hunting up and down, and for my 
part I would rather see them stick 
to moving the stabilizer, but if 
they are going to use this, they 
should have at least completed it 
to a point of perfection before 
they put it on the air liners. 
The Chairman: Is the device 
you are describing universally used 
now on the new planes? 
Mr. Behncke: I believe it is. 
The Chairman: But you have a 
serious doubt about its being an 
advantage over the old system? 
Mr. Behncke: As far as I am 
concerned, I would rather have the 
old system, because I think it 
makes the plane more stable, be- 
cause you set this whole surface at 
one point here (indicating), and 
you don’t have to worry about it 
any more, but when they first put 
these flettners on, you would have 
to fly an air liner over the entire 
route with your hand almost con- 
tinuously on a control, and almost 
continuously moving it, because of 
fall of these pressures and forces 
back here, which were continually 
causing change, they were continu- 
ally changing, because the air blow- 
ing against here (indicating) pres- 
sing down here, and building up 
the air under here (indicating), 
and that was gradually making the 


and down (indicating), and you 
constantly had to change these lit- 
tle flettner controls. 

In one instance I know of one 
of these little controls breaking 
back here (indicating) and the 
pilot had a hard time getting the 
ship back to port, but he managed 
to get back safely. 

The Chairman: Would he not 
have had that same difficulty if the 
old-fashioned stabilizer were used? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes; up to a cer- 
tain extent he would have, but 
there would be less chance of the 
old type breaking, because it is 
more a definite part of the struc- 
tural work of the airplane. 

The Chairman: 
substantial device? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes; a more sub- 
stantial arrangement. Whether this 
new device is better than the old 


is a fact that these things are com- 


tried. 


hibit 3 (indicating). 
(And the same is so received.) 


strength. 


ship go along like that hunting up | 


It is a more 


or not, is not the question, but it 


ing out and being put on our air 
liners before they are properly 


1 would like to offer that as ex- 


Mr. Behncke: Recently we have 
gone in the main structural work 
in our air liners from what is 
commonly known as inner struc- 
tural strength to skin structural 


That means that they used to 
earry all of their structural 
strength members on the inside of 
a wing. Now they are more or less 
doing away with that, and they are 
placing the strength in the skin; 
that is, the surface of the wings. It 
is a rather radical departure from 
conventional design that has been 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS ON IN- 
STRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM 
(Continued from Page 5) 
cation may be employed shall be 
smooth in performance and have 
no irregular characteristics. 
5.—General Characteristics. 
a. Frequency stability of all of 
the elements of the system shall 
be equivalent to that obtained 
with a low temperature coeffi- 
cient quartz crystal. 
b. The number of equipment re- 
quired will depend on conditions 
prevailing at individual airports. 
c, The installation of the fore- 
going equipment shall not con- 
stitute an obstruction to a nor- 
mal approach to a runway. 
6.—The installation of the best 
known type of approach and 
runway lights appears to be 
most desirable measure in com- 
bination with instrument land- 
ing facilities. _ 
7.—Projected Development. 
Additionally, certain desirable 
features should be provided de- 
pending on the state of the art and 
experience. These represent im- 
provements over and above the 
performance to be obtained from 
the fundamental equipment, and 
are in no sense a substitute for 
such equipment or require the re- 
design or replacement of such 
equipment. 
a. The inclusion of suitable emis- 
sion for the operation of a radio 
compass either by 
1. the utilization of the U.H.F. 
runway localizer if practicable 
2. or the installation of a low- 
powered low frequency trans- 
mitter adjacent to the runway 
localizer. 
b. The equipment provided 
should be so designed as to fa- 
cilitate possible ultimate use 
(with accessories) for a full au- 
tomatic landing system in con- 
junction with the gyro-pilot. 
c. Consideration should be given 
to possible separation of localiz- 
er and glide path transmitter 
functions in order to 
1. Permit alteration of glide 
path 
2. Accomplish independence 
of horizontal and vertical in- 
dication. 
d. Study should be made of the 
possibility for obtaining a 
straight line constant rate of 
descent glide path. ° 
e. Nothing in the “desirable” 
recommendations under Section 
7 should delay the immediate 
consideration and installation of 
facilities outlined in the first 
five sections which are today 
practicable. 








that great changes like that ought 
to be brought out a little bit more 
slowly before they are put in ac- 
tual passenger-carrying operation. 

The Chairman: Whose business 
should it be to see that that is so? 
Should that be the Government’s? 

Create Bureau of Air Safety 

Mr. Behncke: I think it should. 
I believe that there should be 
created a bureau of air safety, the 
same as the railroads have, and 
they watch those things and make 
sure that nothing gets on the air 
lines that is not absolutely safe. 

Vibration tests should be run, 
especially when radical departures 
are made from conventional struc- 
tural designs of this nature. 

In other words, vibration has a 
lot to do with these different things 
the way they are built, their safety 
factors in actual operation, and so 
forth. 

Vibration tests have been made 
on propellers and much has been 
learned. The Government has gone 
into the proposition of vibration 
tests on metal propellers, and they 
found out a good deal about them, 
and they have used that informa- 
tion in design to good advantage. 
If they can find out about propel- 
lers by running vibration tests on 
them, they surely can find out a lot 
about the other important parts of 
an airplane that are subject to se- 
vere vibrations. For instance, mo- 
tor mounts, where the motor is 
fastened on to the structural part 
of the wing. All of those things I 
think should be made the subject 
of a definite vibration study be- 
fore they are put into actual op- 
eration. 











line safety. 


used for years, and it seems to me 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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It is apparent that sensible re- 
strictions of speeds for predeter- 
mined set periods of passenger- 
carrying commercial interstate air- 
planes is also necessary, economi- 
cally, and from a point of public 
safety. The present mad race for 
passenger and mail business is not 
conducive to public safety, nor will 
it be possible to stabilize the in- 
dustry on sensible levels from an 
economic point of view, unless 
something is done along these 
lines. 

Speed Competition 


In other words, what we are do- 
ing today is—if one air-line com- 
pany comes out with a fleet of air- 
planes and they travel a certain 
speed, say 150 miles an hour or 
175 miles an hour, and then an- 
other company tries to outdo them, 
and they try to build them up to 
200 miles an hour, and it costs too 
much money to carry on this kind 
of a somewhat insane competitive 
development all the time. They 
should all get together and center 
on some common-sense speed 
ranges; in other words, agree for 
a period of 2 or 4 years that none 
of them go over a certain high- 
speed limit. 


In that way they could bring 
themselves under more normal pro- 
cedure of development. The trou- 
ble is that one company puts out 
a lot of air liners, and they are 
out of date in a very short time, 
because another company drives 
the speed up. There is also a 
grave question whether this spe- 
cially high-speed equipment is go- 
ing to be entirely safe. There are 
a lot of factors that enter into this 
speed picture, together with sev- 
eral that we do not know about 
yet, and I think the industry 
should get together on how fast 
they think they should go over a 
period of time, in the interest of 
safety and sound economic bal- 
ance. 

Crew 


Copilots should be provided on 
all passenger-carrying airplanes. 
They are badly needed. There is 
too much for one man to handle 
and think about when piloting a 
modern air liner. 


Stewardesses are also important 
to safety because they see that all 
passenger safety belts are secured 
when a plane lands and takes off. 
More important still, they see that 
passenger belts are securely fas- 
tened in emergencies. They have 
also proved themselves invaluable 
in ‘crashes, taking care of the in- 
jured. They are all trained nurses. 


There was a definite trend to- 
ward copilot operation until re- 
cently, when a new airplane, 
known as the Stinson-A, made its 
appearance. This ship is an eight- 
passenger plane having three mo- 
tors and a retractable gear, to- 
gether with all the instruments, 
radio, and so forth, that is regular 
equipment on other air liners; but 
it has no stewardess and is flown 
by one pilot. 

The Bureau of Air Commerce 
regulations do not provide for a 
copilot if the.plane has a seating 
capacity of eight or less passengers 
and the running time is 5 hours or 
less. In cases where a plane has a 
seating capacity of more than 
eight, a copilot is required. 

The Pilots’ Association believes 
that eight passengers or less are 
fully as entitled to the greatly 
added safety of a copilot as are 
more than eight passengers. A co- 
pilot is, in addition to everything 
else, a very important added safety 
factor, because if the first pilot is 
in any way incapacitated during 
the flight, the copilot can bring the 
plane down safely. 

It is a known fact that railroad 
engineers have become incapac- 
itated and even, in quite a number 
ef cases, died at the throttle. In all 


such cases that we have any knowl- | 


edge of, the fireman brought the 
train to a stop without accident. 

The Chairman: That happened 
only last. week. 





Mr. Behncke: Yes, sir. I want 
to hand you at this time a record 
showing the railroad engineers who 
have recently become incapacitated 
while operating their engines. Here 
are a few records that I picked up 
over at the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, and I also have the 
write-up that you mentioned about 
the engineer dying. One of the 
paragraphs of this write-up is: 

The passengers peacefully asleep 
in the long line of Pullmans be- 
hind, never so much as dreamed, 
that for at least a brief interval, 
they had been riding into the night 
with a dead man at the throttle. 

That is the write-up. And there 
(indicating) is the record of the 
engineers who have died recently. 

(Information referred to is as 
follows:) 





copilots. If we do, we are travel- 
ing backward instead of forward. 

The Chairman: What is the 
proportion, probably, of planes 
carrying eight or more passengers 
on regular services, to those carry- 
ing perhaps a smaller number? 

Mr. Behncke: Well, roughly, 
without consulting any records, I 
would say that there are two-thirds 
of them that carry more, and prob- 
ably a third that carry eight or 
less; but even so, I believe, and 
the Pilots’ Association also be- 
lieves that eight or less are entitled 
to just as much safety as eight or 
more. 

Weather Reports 

Weather reports given to pilots, 
both in the air and on the ground, 
should be developed to the highest 
point of accuracy. 





on the beam and about to break 
out on the bottom to the. airport 
runways and safety, somebody will 
start telling you about the weather 
in South Bend or some other place, 
and your beam is cut off, and there 
is nothing you can do but take off 
again and go up into the fog and 
mill around and come back and 
work your orientation problem 
over again, and I have had it hap- 
pen as many as two times in one 
attempt, and all the time you 
might be running out of gas or 
something like that. 
Interruption of Beam 

The Chairman: Suppose you 
were going into a station in bad 
weather such as you have describ- 
ed, and there were two sections, a 
plane half an hour behind you, and 
you were embarrassed in landing 











made in this exhibit to the deaths 
of engineers during the past sev- 
eral years. 


Mr. Behncke: Yes; these rec- 
ords show nine engineers have died 
at their posts during the brief span 
covered by these records. I as- 
sume that the firemen were, in a 
sense, the copilots who stopped the 
trains safely. 


Yes. 
Copilots 
Mr. Behncke: We have the same 


The Chairman: 


! situation on the air lines. 


The. Chairman: I suppose you 
have even a worse situation in the 
air, for the reason that one pilot 
may die, and there is only one 
place that that plane will usually 
land, and that is to go into a crash. 
On the railroad, it might happen 
that they would just run along for 
a while, and perhaps turn over a 
car or two. 


‘ Mr. Behncke: Oh, yes; the final 
consequences would always be 
more serious in the air. 


For instance, recently a pilot 
was rendered unconscious by a 
wild duck flying through the wind- 
shield directly in line with his head 
and shoulders. It is a fact that 
large game birds do night flying, 
and are a menace to air liners, es- 
pecially now that the speeds have 
been developed to a high point. 

In this particular instance, this 
duck came through the windshield 
and rendered the pilot unconscious, 
and the copilot took the plane 
along safely. The plane was load- 
ed with passengers at the time this 
happened. 

Very recently a pilot on the 
Eastern Air Lines became ill on 
his run between New York and 
Florida, and the copilot had to take 
the ship in. As a matter of fact, 
the pilot was so ill that before he 





again became well, they had to 
give him two blood transfusions. 
Another instance that happened 
very recently was a pilot leaned 
down to turn on a gas control or 
something that he had to reach 
back and down for, and he had to 
strain himself and hold the con- 
trols at the same time, and one of 
ribs punctured some part of his 
| vital parts down in here (indicat- 
'ing) and rendered him weak, and 
jhe practically fainted at the con- 
trols. The copilot had to take the 
. controls and carry on. 
| Those are all actual examples of 
why we should have copilots, and 
| I do not think that we should allow 
our -passenger-carrying equipment 
| to go along any further without 





terminal weather bureau stations 
give fairly good service. Where 
the real trouble comes in is with 
the intermediate stations, where 
weather data is often made up by 
inexperienced people. The airway 
weather service should either be 
made a part of the regular Gov- 
ernment air-line regulatory agency, 
or should be closely coordinated 
with this body. 


Low pay has as much as any- 
thing else to do with whatever is 
wrong with the weather service, 
because the pay to certain of the 
weather-department people, who 
are furnishing weather reports, is 
unbelievably low. There is con- 
siderable room for improvement in 
our airways weather service gen- 
erally. What we need most is a 
strictly uniform system of airways 
weather observing and reporting 
by properly trained observers. 


My experience has been on the 
air lines that when you come into | 
a regular station where you have 
a regular weatherman that is an 
employee of the Government 





Weather Bureau they usually have 
pretty accurate information, but| 
when you get away from these | 
centralized stations you depend on 
these— 

The Chairman (interrupting) : 
Farmers? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes. And you 
always have to, in order to be safe, 
use a lot of good judgment on 
weather reports they give you. If 
they say it is 600 feet, you had 
better say, “Well, if I have 400 I 
will be lucky.” If they say they 
can see 3 miles, you had better say, 
“Probably a mile or two will be 
all,” and you always have to go 
over to the safe side, you see, be- 
cause you cannot always trust 
them. 

The Chairman: Have you had 
any experience with the use of the 
directional beam, the radio, being 
used for weather reports instead 
of the direction, and been em- 
barrassed by that fact? 

Mr. Behncke: I have been em- 
barrassed many times. This is one 
of the worst things that we have 
to put up with at the present time 
and one that should be eliminated 
if it is at all humanly. possible to 
do it. You come into a station in 
bad weather, and it is a trying and 
a very nerve-racking proposition 
to orient yourself on a beam in 
bad-weather conditions, and after 
you have completed this whole 
manipulation, and you are just 





landing down through in the fog 


Railroad Date Engineer Fireman Remarks 

Opggee-Srasbngten R. R. & | Oct. ST, 2006 | te. TE. PEF iiss | W. L. Scruggs....| Engineer struck by a rock. 

avigation. | ’ 

New ork, Chicago & St.|May 9,1935|M. A. Muir.......|A. H. Snyder..... | Engineer struck by a foreign 

Louis R. R. } | object. 
(Clover Lear district). | 

Caines, Rock Island & Pa-|May 31,1935) John Phillips..... |C, H. Forbes..... | Heart failure. 

cific. | 

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie........ Oct. 7,1935|G. J. Draper..... | Van Prince Stagg.) Heart stroke. 

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy.| July 20, 1935| Chas. A. Hansen.|C. C. Cummins...) Cerebral hemorrhage. 

Southern R. R. (Cincinnati, | Oct. 98,1935) John Lynch...... |W. D. Wallen....| Engineer shot in face. 

New Orleans & Texas Pa- | 
cific, division 2). : : 

Pennsylvania R. R............- Aug. 31, 1930; J. E. Arndt....... Jacob E. Garthoff.| Engineer seriously injured; 
| died shortly after reaching 
terminal. 

Texas & Pacific..........ceeees } Aug. 13, 1929| T. H. Jordon..... | W. H. Ludwig....| Engineer gy out window 
| | ioe clothes became ig- 
| | | nited. 

Southern Pacific .......cccccees Sept. 29, 1929; John Weigel...... C. B. McClellan..| Engineer struck by mail 

| | crane. 
| 
The Chairman: Reference is; At the present time, regular; by reason of the interruption of 


the directional beam, by giving 
weather reports. Might it be so 
that you would be so delayed in 
making that landing that the plane 
behind you would not be enabled 
to land? 

Mr. Behncke: Oh, yes; that is 
very possible. If the radios are 
working and the field has a control 
system, the plane behind you can 
be told that you are having trouble 
in getting in, but if, for instance, 
he is out of touch with his control 
station, his radio is not working, 
he will come barging in, and the 
first thing you know you will have 
two of them milling around. We 
have had even more than that mill- 
ing around at one time in the fog, 
blind, trying to get down. 

The Chairman: How often are 
those weather reports made? How 
often were they supposed to be 
made? 

Mr. Behncke: Well, they are 
broadcast on different sequences, 
depending on the stations, and they 
have changed it quite often. I 
don’t know exactly how often they 
do broadcast them now, because I 
have not flown on an air line for 
approximately a year. Do you 
know, Colonel, how often they 
broadcast? It is at least once or 
twice every half hour. 

The Chairman: Let. us leave 
the answer; I think I know what it 
is. Is it desirable for you to be 
able to notify the station that you 
want those directional beams so 
that you can make your landing? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes; we have the 
privilege of notifying them, but, 
even so, at times they have disre- 
garded instructions or there has 
been some slip up in the instruc- 
tions, and just about the time you 


| need it the most they cut off the 


beam and cut in the weather. 

The Chairman: About the time 
you need a life preserver, they 
send you a millstone? 

Mr. Behncke: Exactly. 

The Chairman: If you need 
those directional beams when you 
are circling this port, you don’t 
need weather reports then? 

Mr. Behncke: We certainly do 
not. 

The Chairman: The weather re- 
ports for the benefit of some plane 
out 100 miles could wait just a few 
moments? 

Mr. Behncke: That would be 
the sensible procedure. 

The Chairman: Do you know of 
instances or in your case have you 
been embarrassed by reason of the 
failure of the directional beams to 
help you when interruption was 


Mr. Behncke: Oh, yes; a num. 
ber of times. I don’t believe ther 
is any pilot flying on the air ling 
that has not been embarrasse; 
similarly, not once but many times, 

I know of one particular jp. 
stance when I was acting as copilo; 
with another first pilot in order ty 
get me back to the home end of 
my run. We had on board the 
famous airplane designer Fokker, 
and they played that dangeroy; 
little trick on us twice, and this 
pilot is a very good pilot, and he 
was flying around in the fog ther 
for 20 or 30 minutes, and I watch. 
ed his mental reactions from my 
side, because I was the copilot; in 
other words, he was doing the 
worrying. He was ordinarily , 
very cool and stable fellow, and iy 
this case the beads of sweat stood 
out on his forehead. Every time he 
was about to bring that load of 
passengers safely to the ground, 
they started to broadcast the 
weather concerning some distant 
point, which was absolutely irrele. 
vant and was of no immediate con. 
cern to safety at all. 

The Chairman: In that particu. 
lar instance, had the radio men 
been notified of the fact that you 
were trying to land? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes. 

The Chairman: But in spite of 
that he went on giving weather re. 
ports? 

Mr. Behncke: That is right. 

The Chairman: Did he give any 
stock-market reports at the time? 


Mr. Behncke: No. 

The Chairman: They would 
have been just as important, 
wouldn’t they? 

Mr. Behncke: Yes. 

The Chairman: Go ahead, 
please. 

Mr. Behncke: Aids to air navi- 


gation should be fully developed 
before being placed in actual serv- 
ice. First, a concerted effort should 
be made toward standardization of 
all airway aids that have to do 
with safety; second, wherever fail- 
ure of such aids means disaster to 
planes in flight—plainly speaking, 
the difference between life and 
death—there should be: duplicate 
apparatus so that when one unit 
fails the inoperative and defective 
parts should be removable and a 
stand-by apparatus installed im- 
mediately. 


In other words, when this equip- 
ment is originally designed, having 
to do with safeguarding human 
life, that is, beam stations and 
other aids, the vital parts should 
be built in duplicate so that if a 
vital part fails, it can be immedi 
ately removed and a new part that 
is in good working order can be 
immediately slipped in, and the 
beam or whatever important aid it 
happens to be will go right on un- 
interruptedly. 


Too Much Experimental Work 


There is now far too much ex 
perimental work done in the field, 
as far as airway aids are conr- 
cerned. The whole system of ait- 
way aids —-beams, radio equip 
ment, weather reporting—in fact, 
everything, has become a great 
deal more vital during the last 2 
years, especially the last year, be 
cause of the advent of blind fiy- 
ing. 

The whole airway aids network 
is very vital to safety on the air 
ways and should work with the 
accuracy and precision of a fine 
watch. Things should not be al 
lowed to go until they break down. 
All aids to radio navigation shoull 
be checked daily, and “in order’ 
and “out of order’ ’forms should 
be submitted daily from all points 
In other words, the whole system 
should be made so uniform and 9 
well systematized that failures 
will be as nearly as humanly pos 
sible eliminated. 

In addition to regular and fre 
quent attention by local caretak 
ers, all aids to air navigation 0 
the airways should be given regi 
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